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EXTRA! EXCLUSIVE: 

CIA Chief Bush Suppresses the News 

By Robert Gardner 

Documents obtained by FAIR, 
released through the Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act (FOIA), show that George 
Bush, as head of the CIA in 1976, tried 
to bottle up a news story that exposed 
the apparent duplicity of another former 
CIA chief, Richard Helms. 

The story, broken on Oct 1, 1976, by 
David Martin (now CBS Pentagon cor- 
respondent, then with Associated 
Press), revealed that Helms had given 
misleading testimony to the Warren 
Commission investigating the assassi- 
nation of John Kennedy. Helms testified 
that the CIA had not “even contemplat- 
ed” making contact with Lee Harvey 
Oswald, the accused assassin. Through 
the FOIA, Martin obtained CIA memos 
showing that in 1960 the agency 
“showed intelligence interest” in 
Oswald and “discussed.. .the laying on 
of interviews” with him. 

When Bush saw the AP story in the 
Washington Star, he asked for an 
internal CIA review to see if the story 
was true ,(it was) and if it would “cause 
problems for Helms.” (Helms had lied 
to a Senate committee about the CIA’s 


Stung by revelations in the 70s about the CIA’s hiring of jour- 
nalists as spies, the Agency drafted regulations supposedly 
designed to prevent such practices. Researcher Robert Gardner 
obtained a copy of the CIA policy— "Relations With Journalists 
and Staff of US News Media Organizations” — and found that it 
contains loopholes big enough to drive truckloads of contra aid 
through. 

The rules prohibit "relationships” with journalists accredited 
by U.S. media outlets, or the use of these outlets names for intel- 
ligence purposes. The policy does not prohibit the hiring of free- 
lance journalists, and it allows the CIA to recruit "nonjoumalist 
staff employees” (librarians? sound technicians and cameraper- 
sons?) of media outlets if authorization is given by senior media 
management 

The policy also asserts that "no person, including full-time or part-time accredited jour- 
nalists and stringers, will be denied the opportunity to furnish information which may be 
useful to the U.S. Government. Therefore, unpaid relationships with joumalists...who vol- 
untarily maintain contact for the purpose of providing information” are kosher. What better 
way for a reporter to sweeten a foreign beat than by cozying up to the local CIA officer 
and swapping stories? 

The final paragraph of the guidelines, titled "Exceptions,” seems to swallow up the pol- 
icy’s few limits: "No exceptions to the policies and prohibitions stated above may be made 
except with the specific approval of the Director.” In approving exceptions, future CIA 
chiefs might apply this rule of thumb: What would William Casey have done in my shoes? 


CIA 
Guidelines 
on Contacts 
with 
Journalists 


role in subverting Chilean democracy 
and would later be convicted of con- 
tempt of Congress.) 

After investigating, Bush assistant 
Seymour Bolten reported back that the 
exposure of Helms’ false testimony to 
the Warren Commission would proba- 
bly cause Helms “some anxious 
moments,” though not “any additional 
legal problems.” But Bush was assured 
that a “slightly better” story had result- 
ed from an Agency phone call to AP 
protesting that Martin’s story was “slop- 
py.” Additionally, Bush was told that an 
unnamed journalist had “advised his 
editors... not to run the AP story.” 

Bolten complained to Bush: “This is 
another example where material pro- 
vided to the press and public in 
response to an FOIA request is exploit- 
ed mischievously and in distorted form 
to make the headlines.” One might 
more accurately describe it as an occa- 
sion where George Bush’s CIA pres- 
sured one news outlet to back away 
from an accurate story while using an 
asset in the press corps to suppress it 
in another.Q 
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cy was involved in some of this 
fraud — with a cost to the taxpayer 
in the billions. When will the rest of 
the media pick up the story? 

Reporter Pete Brewton’s investi- 
gation implicated the CIA and orga- 
nized crime in the failure of 22 
S&Ls. Sources told the Houston 
Post that “the CIA may have used 
part of the proceeds from S&L 
fraud to help pay for covert opera- 
tions," including possible support 
for the Nicaraguan contras. The 
collapse of looted S&ts wttfr mob 
and CIA ties will cost the govern- 
ment an estimated $13 billion 
(2/4/90). 

The ongoing series has docu- 
mented CIA interference in fraud 
prosecutions (2/8/90), and the 
involvement of President Bush’s 
son Neil with a mob-linked thrift 
(3/11/90). The Post’s research 
has led the House Intelligence 
Committee to launch an investiga- 
tion of its own. 

But national media have done 
little to bring this story to the pub- 
lic. “I can’t think of a single inves- 
tigative breaking story that they’ve 
done on what caused the S & L cri- 
sis," Brewton told FAIR. “The 
papers that have the resources to 
really dig into this haven’t been 
there. It’s very disappointing." 

FAIR’S representatives brought 
up the S&L/CIA story in separate 
meetings with Washington Post 
foreign editors (2/21/90) and the 
New York Times publisher 
(3/14/90); they had not yet heard 
about it. 



